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Students enrolled in English I Pre-AP are required to read and study two pieces of literature throughout 
the summer.  You should return to school in August ready to test and participate in detailed discussions 
and activities over these two novels: 
 
• October Sky by Homer H. Hickam, Jr.  (also published as Rocket Boys) 

  Autobiography of Homer HIckam, a 15 year old boy living in the coal mining town 
  of West Virginia and the struggles of changing his future. 
 
• Chinese Cinderella: The true story of an unwanted daughter  by Adeline Yen Mah 
  Autobiography of Adeline Yen Mah and her struggle for existence in an unhappy childhood. 

   
 
Highlighting and annotating a text is like having a conversation with a book – it allows the active 
reader to ask questions, comment on meaning, and mark events and passages he or she wants to 
revisit.  I strongly recommend that you annotate your novels as preparation for class discussion and the 
test(s) you will take the first week(s) of class.  An instruction page is attached.   
 
Any student who is unable to obtain the books may contact me and make arrangements to borrow 
copies of the novels. 
 
Helpful hint for success:  The more you read, your vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing 
skills will improve.  Students should constantly read, gaining knowledge all around them to make 
better decisions and applications in their work.  Above all, READ FOR FUN!!! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me this summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggestions for Annotating a Text 
 

Annotate – v. To furnish (a literary work) with critical commentary or explanatory notes. 
 

Careful readers often annotate their texts.  Here are some suggestions for how to make notes in your 
novels. (If the book is NOT yours, you may use stickies/post-it notes.)  Some of these terms may not 
be familiar to you, but as an independent learner, you should be able to research and find definitions 
and examples to help you. 
 
Be prepared to use annotations and notes marked in your novels as a resource during the tests.   
 
HINT:  Taking the time to annotate your novel closely may aide in your success on the tests. 
 
 
Inside Front Cover – Character list with small space for character summary and for page references 
for key scenes, moments of character development, etc… 
 
Inside Back Cover – Themes, allusions, symbols.  List and add page references and / or notes as 
you read. 
 
Chapter summaries / titles -- At the end of each chapter, write a brief summary of the plot as it 
occurred in that chapter.  This does not have to be long or greatly detailed, but should include all 
relevant incidents.   
 
Underline – Within the text of the book, and as you read, underline or otherwise note anything that 
strikes you as important, significant, or memorable.  If possible, write brief comments in the side 
margins that indicate your motivation in underlining.  Focus on elements of literature (plot, setting, 
characterization, point of view, and theme).  Explain significance of the underlined text in the margin 
in a few words.  Note questions or comments about the text in the margins.  These will lead to class 
discussion opportunities. 
 
Vocabulary / unusual diction – Within the text of the book, circle words that are unfamiliar to you or 
whose use strikes you as unusual or inventive.  Look up words in a dictionary that seem essential to 
an understanding of the meaning or the sense of the author.  Jot a brief definition or synonym in a 
nearby margin. 
 
Close-reading clues: 
 

o Bildungsroman:  a novel in which the main character or characters grow, mature, or understand the 
world in adult terms.  This is a recurring theme in both novels.  Be prepared to discuss and provide 
examples of changes experienced by characters in both novels. 

 
o October Sky is a novel rich with symbolism.  Mark these symbols in your novel and be prepared to 

discuss the significance of each.  
 

o An allusion is a reference to an event in history, the bible, or another piece of literature.  Mark examples 
of allusions in both novels and be prepared to discuss why it is mentioned. 
 

o In each of the novels, the protagonists share many of the same qualities and characteristics.  Be 
prepared to discuss the similarities and explain how they affect the themes of each book. 
 

o Research the setting (time & place) of each novel and be prepared to discuss what was going on in 
history during each time period. 
 

o The two novels share similar themes.  Be prepared to state the theme(s) of each in complete 
sentences.  (A theme is not the topic or subject and cannot  be stated in one word) 


